Ling 120

Perlmutter

French Nouns - 1

Construct a lexicon and grammar to account for the French data below (given in standard IPA
transcription). To do this, you must figure out what is predictable and what is not.

Warning: If you know French, ignore what you know. Construct your lexicon and grammar on the basis
of this set of data alone, as though it were an unfamiliar language. If you use your previous knowledge
of French in solving this problem, two things can go wrong: 1) you may put things into your solution
that you were told in French class instead of basing your solution on the generalizations you see in this
set of data and, 2) you may be blinded to certain generalizations by what you were told in French class.

A S A ol S e

—_ =
—_ O

DO M = = = e e
SN R WD

[\
—

INDEFINITE
SINGULAR

cefwa
ynvwa
ynepe
cenete
cetip
yntabl
cebato
cenuss
ynosej
ynfez
ynces
cekeey
cenotel
ynobey3
emo
enavjo
ynil
ynegliz
ynda
cenivey
ynkuls
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INDEFINITE
PLURAL

defwa
devwa
dezepe
dezete
detip
detabl
debato
dezubs
dezosej
defez
dezcel
dekoel
dezotel
dezobek3z
demo
dezavjo
dezil
dezegliz
deda
dezives
dekuss

DEFINITE

PLURAL GLOSS
lefwa ‘choice’
levwa ‘voice’
lezepe ‘sword’
lezete ‘summer’
letip ‘type’
letabl ‘table’
lebato ‘boat’
lezuss ‘bear’
lezoKej ‘ear’
le[ez ‘chair’
lezoes ‘hour’
lekces ‘heart’
lezotel ‘hotel’
lezobeb3z ‘inn’
lemo ‘word’
lezavjo ‘airplane’
lezil ‘island’
lezegliz ‘church’
leda ‘tooth’
lezivey ‘winter’
lekubs ‘course’
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